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i ^ J LOWELL CULTURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY 

IDENTIFICATION 24 MERRIMACK STREET AND 28 CENTRAL STREET MAP SHEET if 8 
1) CURRENT OWNER Louis Saab OWNER OCCUPIED no 

2) HISTORIC NAME Colonial Building/Chalifoux Building 
3) CURRENT NAME The Merrimack 
4) PROPERTY TYPE commercial 5) ZONING CLASSIFICATION _B3_ 
6) TAXES: PAYMENTS current STATUS clear 
7) WITHIN BOUNDARIES OF LHPD, Merrimack-Middle Streets HD  

HISTORICAL ABSTRACT 
1) CONSTRUCTION DATE 1906/addition ca. 1925 

SOURCE documented: date on building/circumstantial: 1924 atlas (addition) 
2) ARCHITECT OR BUILDER unknown ,  
3) HISTORIC OWNER J. L. Chalifoux (and sons)  
4) ORIGINAL USE: GF commercial UF commercial 
5) PREVIOUS BLDGS ON PROPERTY yes DATE ca. 1843-1865 

SOURCE maps and atlases 

DESCRIPTIVE DATA 
1) ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 

Renaissance Revival 
2) PRESENT USE: 

GF commercial 
UF commercial 

3) NO OF STORIESJ5 
4) PROP SQ FT 
5) PLAN polygonal 
6) ROOF flat 

5506 

VIEW FROM northwest PHOTO TAKEN June 1979 

7) STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
metal frame 

8) OUTBUILDINGS 
none  

9) MATERIALS: 
FOUNDATION 

not visible 
FACADE a l l sides: brick in stretcher bond. Central MerrimaclT dylilow eDrIc^ c k 

TRIM cast stone ornamentation, cast iron, copper cornice  
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V I S U A L A S S E S S M E N T 

1) CONDITION OF BUILDING FABRIC. good  
2) IF DETERIORATED, CAUSES n/a 
3) INTEGRITY OF HISTORIC BLDG FABRIC: GF major and irreversible changes 

UF intact original fabric  
4) SURROUNDING LAND USES commercial  
5) INTEGRITY OF PROP'S HIST SETTING moderately disrupted historic setting 
6) IMPORTANCE OF PROP TO HIST SETTING focal point in area  

ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION 

See Research Report. 

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

See Research Report. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL COMMENT 

The Chalifoux Building (and extension) fully occupy the site. Due to size and 
construction, intact subsurface remains of the Church/Barristers' Hall Building 
are extremely unlikely. 
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R e s e a r c h R e p o r t 
24 M e r r i m a c k S t r e e t a n d 28 C e n t r a l S t r e e t 
C o l o n i a l B u i l d i n g (now T h e M e r r i m a c k ) 
1 9 0 6 

T h i s c o m m a n d i n g f i v e - s t o r y c o r n e r b l o c k , f a c i n g b o t h M e r r i ­
m a c k a n d C e n t r a l S t r e e t s , w a s b u i l t a s a d o w n t o w n d e p a r t m e n t 
s t o r e . T h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e i s R e n a i s s a n c e R e v i v a l , 
e x e c u t e d i n a w r a p - a r o u n d d e s i g n w h i c h a d d r e s s e s t h e i n t e r ­
s e c t i o n w i t h a b e v e l e d c o r n e r . T h e b a s i c w a l l s u r f a c e i s 
y e l l o w b r i c k , l a v i s h l y o v e r l a i d w i t h c a s t i r o n a n d " c a s t 
s t o n e " ( c e r a m i c ) e l e m e n t s . T h e C e n t r a l s i d e h a s a l a t e r , 
c o m p a t i b l y s t y l e d e x t e n s i o n , a p p r o x i m a t e l y h a l f a s l o n g a s 
t h e o r i g i n a l w a l l . 

T h e o r i g i n a l s t o r e f r o n t l e v e l h a s b e e n r e w o r k e d . T h e o r i g i n a l 
b u i l d i n g e n t r a n c e r e m a i n s s o m e w h a t i n t a c t a t t h e e a s t e n d . 
I t h a s a r e c t a n g u l a r s u r r o u n d o f c a s t s t o n e i n i m i t a t i o n o f 
s a n d s t o n e o r t r a v e r t i n e . T h e d o o r s a r e r e c e s s e d a n d r e m o d e l e d . 

I n t y p i c a l R e n a i s s a n c e R e v i v a l f a s h i o n t h e s t o r i e s a r e o r g a n ­
i z e d i n t o d i s t i n c t h o r i z o n t a l u n i t s w i t h s e p a r a t e f a c a d e 
t r e a t m e n t s a n d s t r o n g b a n d i n g b e t w e e n f l o o r s . T h e s e c o n d 
s t o r y i s e n f r a m e d i n c a s t i r o n w i t h l a r g e c a s e m e n t s a n d a 
b a n d o f t r a n s o m s , s o t h a t t h i s s t o r y i s a l m o s t a l l g l a s s . I t 
i s t o p p e d w i t h a m e t a l f r i e z e . T h e t h i r d a n d f o u r t h s t o r y 
w i n d o w s a r e r e c t a n g u l a r t r i p l e t s , d i v i d e d b y b r i c k p i e r s a n d 
c a s t s t o n e s p a n d r e l p a n e l s . T h e d a t e , 1 9 0 6 , a p p e a r s i n o n e 
o f t h e s p a n d r e l s f a c i n g C e n t r a l S t r e e t . T h e d i v i s i o n b e t w e e n 
t h e m i d d l e a n d t o p m o s t s e c t i o n s o f t h e f a c a d e i s made w i t h a 
c a s t s t o n e e n t a b l a t u r e w h i c h a l s o s e r v e s a s a f o u r t h f l o o r 
w i n d o w h e a d e r . M i d w a y o v e r e a c h s e t o f w i n d o w s i s a b o l d l y 
m o l d e d s p l i t - a n d - b r o k e n - s c r o l l e d p e d i m e n t . T h e f i f t h f l o o r 
w i n d o w s a r e r o u n d - a r c h e d , c o n n e c t e d w i t h c a s t s t o n e m o l d i n g s 
o v e r t h e a r c h e s , a n d a s p r i n g l i n e c a s t s t o n e m o l d i n g . T h e r e 
a l s o a r e m e t a l s p a n d r e l ' p a n e l s a t t h e s p r i n g l i n e . T h e w a l l 
i s c a p p e d w i t h a d e n t i l a t e d m e t a l f r i e z e a n d a c o p p e r c o r n i c e . 

T h e e x t e n s i o n a l o n g C e n t r a l S t r e e t i s m u c h l e s s o r n a t e t h a n 
t h e o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n , b u t i s q u i t e c o m p a t i b l e . A t s t r e e t 
l e v e l , s o u t h o f t h e r e m o d e l e d s t o r e f r o n t b a n d , i s a r e c e s s e d 
e n t r a n c e w i t h a r o u n d a r c h a n d a f a n l i g h t o v e r t h e d o o r . T h e 
s u r r o u n d i s c a s t s t o n e w i t h a n o c t a g o n a l l i g h t a b o v e t h e a r c h . 
T h e u p p e r s t o r y w i n d o w s a r e a l l r e c t a n g u l a r . T h e s e c o n d f l o o r 
h a s t h r e e s e t s o f c a s e m e n t s a n d t r a n s o m s b e t w e e n b r i c k p i e r s . 
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A b o v e t h a t a r e t h r e e s t o r i e s o f C h i c a g o - s t y l e w i n d o w s , w i t h 
f i x e d c e n t e r p a n e s a n d s i d e c a s e m e n t s , t h r e e b a y s a c r o s s e a c h 
f l o o r . T h e f r i e z e a n d c o r n i c e d u p l i c a t e t h e m e t a l w o r k o f 
t h e o r i g i n a l , u n i f y i n g t h e C e n t r a l S t r e e t f a c a d e a t t h e t o p . 

T h e C o l o n i a l B u i l d i n g i s t h e t h i r d g e n e r a t i o n o f s t r u c t u r e s 
t o o c c u p y t h i s s i t e . T h e f i r s t i n c l u d e d a c o r n e r c h u r c h , 
b u i l t i n 1 8 4 3 b y t h e T h i r d U n i v e r s a l i s t C h u r c h ; t h e c o n t r a c ­
t o r was J o n a t h a n P a g e [ 1 ] . T h e b u i l d i n g was s u c c e s s i v e l y 
o c c u p i e d b y t h e S e c o n d W e s l e y a n M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h ( c a . 18 5 3 ) , 
a n d t h e C e n t r a l M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h ( c a . 1 8 5 5 - 1 8 6 1 ) , 
a c c o r d i n g t o c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s . T h i s b u i l d i n g w a s a s i m p l e 
G r e e k R e v i v a l s t r u c t u r e f a c i n g M e r r i m a c k ( F i g . 1 ) ; t h e 
f i r s t f l o o r was o c c u p i e d b y s t o r e s . T h e r e w a s a n o t h e r b u i l d ­
i n g o n t h e s i t e a t t h i s t i m e , l o c a t e d b e h i n d t h e c h u r c h ; i t s 
u s e i s u n k n o w n . 

B y 1 8 6 5 , a g a i n a c c o r d i n g t o c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s , t h e c h u r c h h a d 
b e e n c o n v e r t e d , e l a b o r a t e d , a n d e x p a n d e d i n t o B a r r i s t e r s ' 
H a l l , a l a w y e r s ' o f f i c e b u i l d i n g ( F i g s . 2 , 3 , a n d 4 ) . T h i s 
w a s a f o u r - s t o r y w o o d f r a m e b u i l d i n g , I t a l i a n a t e i n s t y l e . 
A d e t a i l e d h i s t o r y o f t h e s i t e d e v e l o p m e n t a n d d e s c r i p t i o n s 
o f t h e c h u r c h a n d o f B a r r i s t e r s ' H a l l a r e g i v e n i n t h e 
m a n u s c r i p t s c i t e d a b o v e ( F o o t n o t e 1) . 

B e h i n d B a r r i s t e r s ' H a l l o n C e n t r a l was S w a n ' s B l o c k ( o r 
B u i l d i n g ) , c o n s t r u c t e d c a . 1 8 8 8 b y D a n i e l A . S w a n , w h o w a s i n 
t h e r e t a i l s h o e t r a d e i n L o w e l l f o r o v e r f i f t y y e a r s ( F i g . 2 ) . 
S w a n ' s B u i l d i n g w a s r e p u t e d t o b e L o w e l l ' s f i r s t s i x - s t o r y 
b u s i n e s s b l o c k , c o n s t r u c t e d i n b r o w n s t o n e o n t h e f o r m e r s i t e 
o f a D r . M a n s f i e l d ' s o f f i c e [ 2 ] , T h e a r c h i t e c t f o r S w a n ' s 
B u i l d i n g w a s F r e d e r i c k W. S t i c k n e y w h o s e l o c a l w o r k i n c l u d e d 
t h e F i r s t N a t i o n a l B a n k a n d t h e H i g h S c h o o l o f 1 8 9 2 ( w i t h W . D . 
A u s t i n ) [ 3 ] . 

B y 1 8 9 6 B a r r i s t e r s ' H a l l w a s o w n e d b y J o s e p h L . C h a l i f o u x , 
a n d a r o u n d 1 9 0 0 h e a c q u i r e d S w a n ' s B u i l d i n g a s w e l l . C h a l i ­
f o u x w a s o w n e r o f o n e o f L o w e l l ' s l a r g e s t c l o t h i n g s t o r e s . 
B o r n i n Q u e b e c P r o v i n c e i n 1 8 5 0 , he came t o L o w e l l i n 1 8 6 8 
a n d b y 1 8 7 5 h a d e s t a b l i s h e d h i s own c l o t h i n g s t o r e o n 
M e r r i m a c k S t r e e t , n e a r C e n t r a l . B y t h e 1 8 8 0 s h i s s t o r e w a s 
t h e p r i n c i p a l o c c u p a n t o f t h e C e n t r a l B l o c k o n C e n t r a l S t r e e t 
a t M i d d l e [ 4 ] . 

When B a r r i s t e r s ' H a l l b u r n e d i n 1 9 0 5 [ 5 ] , C h a l i f o u x h a d t h e 
C o l o n i a l B u i l d i n g e r e c t e d o n t h e s i t e . D u e t o i l l h e a l t h , 



h e e l e c t e d t o k e e p h i s s t o r e i n t h e C e n t r a l B l o c k , a n d 
l e a s e d h i s new b u i l d i n g t o N e l s o n ' s , a f i v e - a n d - t e n - c e n t 
r e t a i l e n t e r p r i s e [ 6 ] . 

J o s e p h L . C h a l i f o u x w as a d i r e c t o r o f t h e U n i o n N a t i o n a l 
B a n k , t r u s t e e o f t h e L o w e l l T e x t i l e S c h o o l , t r u s t e e o f t h e 
C e n t r a l S a v i n g s B a n k , member a n d o n e - t i m e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
B o a r d o f T r a d e , a n d a member o f t h e F i n a n c i a l C o m m i s s i o n . 
He a l s o h a d a v e r y s u c c e s s f u l s t o r e i n B i r m i n g h a m , A l a b a m a . 
He d i e d i n 1 9 1 1 . C h a l i f o u x w a s s u r v i v e d b y h i s w i f e N e l l i e 
( G a l l a g h e r ) , f o r m e r p r i n c i p a l o f t h e M a n n G r a m m a r S c h o o l , 
t w o s o n s , a n d t h r e e d a u g h t e r s . B o t h s o n s , P a u l a n d H a r o l d , 
w e r e ' I n v o l v e d i n t h e s t o r e b e f o r e t h e i r f a t h e r ' s d e a t h [ 7 ] . 

I n 1 9 1 2 P a u l s o l d h i s i n t e r e s t t o h i s y o u n g e r b r o t h e r , 
H a r o l d . I n 1 9 1 4 t h e C h a l i f o u x d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e m o v e d t o i t s 
M e r r i m a c k S t r e e t b u i l d i n g . I n 1 9 2 0 H a r o l d h a d a l r e a d y 
e x p a n d e d i n t o S w a n ' s B u i l d i n g a n d h a d p u r c h a s e d t h e P h o e n i x 
B u i l d i n g o n P r e s c o t t S t r e e t f o r a n o t h e r a n n e x . T h e e x t e n ­
s i o n a l o n g C e n t r a l S t r e e t w a s b u i l t i n t h e 1 9 2 0 ' s , r e p l a c i n g 
S w a n ' s B u i l d i n g . T h e l a s t d i r e c t o r y l i s t i n g f o r t h e C h a l i ­
f o u x C o m p a n y was i n 1 9 2 9 . A p p a r e n t l y i t s r e c e n t r a p i d 
e x p a n s i o n l e f t i t v u l n e r a b l e t o t h e o n s e t o f t h e D e p r e s s i o n . 
I n 1 9 4 0 t h e b u i l d i n g h o u s e d o f f i c e s , m a i n l y o f l a w y e r s . I t 
c u r r e n t l y a c c o m m o d a t e s r e t a i l t e n a n t s o n t h e s t r e e t l e v e l , 
a n d o f f i c e s a b o v e . ( I n t h e 1 9 7 6 d i r e c t o r y many o f t h e r o o m s 
w e r e v a c a n t . ) 

T h e C h a l i f o u x B u i l d i n g i s w e l l m a i n t a i n e d a n d i t a p p e a r s t o 
b e i n g o o d s t r u c t u r a l c o n d i t i o n . I t i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l l y f o r i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o b o t h t h e M e r r i m a c k a n d 
C e n t r a l s t r e e t s c a p e s . On M e r r i m a c k i t i s t h e w e s t a n c h o r 
i n a b l o c k o f t h r e e y e l l o w b r i c k b u i l d i n g s b e t w e e n C e n t r a l 
a n d P r e s c o t t S t r e e t s ; t h e o t h e r c o r n e r o f t h e t r i o i s t h e 
S u n B u i l d i n g h i g h r i s e . I n d o w n t o w n L o w e l l , t h i s b l o c k f a c e 
i s u n i q u e i n w h a t i s e s s e n t i a l l y a r e d b r i c k d i s t r i c t ( w h e r e 
o t h e r y e l l o w b r i c k b u i l d i n g s , l i k e t h e B o n M a r c h e ' , h a v e 
b e e n c o v e r e d o v e r ) . T h e C h a l i f o u x B u i l d i n g i s i n d i v i d u a l l y 
a f i n e e x a m p l e o f t h e R e n a i s s a n c e R e v i v a l s t y l e , n o t a b l e f o r 
i t s s k i l l f u l u s e o f b o t h m a t e r i a l s a n d o r n a m e n t . 

F o o t n o t e s 

1) " B a r r i s t e r s ' H a l l , " u n p u b l i s h e d m a n u s c r i p t i n U . o f L o w e l l 
L i b r a r y , S e p c i a l C o l l e c t i o n s , v e r t i c a l f i l e . A p p a r e n t l y 
w r i t t e n b y A l f r e d P . S a w y e r , a t t o r n e y , a n d e d i t e d b y 
M i l f o r d F . D a v i s , a r c h i t e c t ( c a . 1 9 2 0 ) . 



2) " D a n i e l A . S w a n , " u n s i g n e d h i s t o r i c a l n o t e i n U . o f 
L o w e l l L i b r a r y , S p e c i a l C o l l e c t i o n s , p h o t o f i l e . 

3) S e e s u r v e y f o r m o n 30 K i r k S t r e e t f o r a d d i t i o n a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n S t i c k n e y . 

4) F r e d e r i c k C o b u r n , H i s t o r y o f L o w e l l , v . I l l ( 1 9 2 0 ) , 
p p . 3 0 1 - 3 0 4 . 

5) L o w e l l S u n , O c t . 9 , 1 9 0 5 , p . l . 

6) C o b u r n , o p . c i t . 

7) I b i d . 

O t h e r S o u r c e s 

L o w e l l maps a n d a t l a s e s . 

L o w e l l c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s . 

C i t y o f L o w e l l , I t s C o m m e r c i a l a n d F i n a n c i a l R e s o u r c e s : A  
S o u v e n i r . T h e L o w e l l M o r n i n g M a i l , 1 8 9 0 , p . 7 1 . 
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Figure 1 

1855 Lowell City Directory, pp. 238-9. . 



Figure 2 

University of Lowell Photo File. 
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J. L. CHALIFOUX, the largest Clothing, Hat, and Boot and Shoe Honse in New England, 
^ f t i ^ J : - 2T TO. 35 CENTRAL STREET, LOWELL, MASS. 

Figure 3 



Figure 4 



Figure 5 

From Coburn, History of Lowell, v. I (1920), opp. 302. 
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M A S S A C H U S E T T S H I S T O R I C A L COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In A r e a no. F o r m no. 

>• 

1. Town Lowell(Merrimack Street D i s t r i c t ) 

ress 24 Merrimack Street 

e Chalifoux Building,("The Merrimack") 

sent use Store, offices 

ST-
PfZSScoTT 
ST. 

sent owner Louis M. Saab 

r ip t ion: 5 1/2 story brick commercial/ 
o f f i c e building. 
1906 

ource i n s c r i p t i o n 

Early 20th century commercial with 
Colonial Rev. 

i tect 

r i o r wal l fabric tan bri c k , cast stone, meta] 

Outbuildings (describe) _ _ _ 

Other features metal cornice, f r i e z e windows, 

continuous arcade surround at 5th floor 

windows, shallow p i l a s t e r s define bays at 
3rd and 4th f l o o r s , metal front at second. 
Al te red ground f l o o r Date 

Moved no Date 

5. Lot s ize: 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage g.60 x 80 

Approximate distance of bui lding f rom street 

at sidewalk 

6. Recorded by EFR 

Organization^ 

Date 

37M-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

J. L. Chalifoux 

department store 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

An interesting illustration of the late Victorian tendency toward eclectic stylistic 
trim combined with a building form quite up-to-date in 1906, the Chalifoux Building 
is rich in visual content. 

It is a metal-framed structure, its construction is unabashed at the lower levels 
yet ignored as i t reaches the cornice. The building rises in th*ee almost unrelated 
"layers" — the two lower stories maximize window breadth and height with the 
narrowest of pilasters and the third and fourth floors rise in broad bays 
separated by pilasters and crowned by lintels sporting broken-scroll pediments in the 
Georgian Revival manner; while the fifth floor is Romanesque Revival in its continuous 
arcade of round-arched windows. 

0. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

Town Property Address 

Area(s) Form N o . 

Co 

„ — _ — „ — _ — _ — „ 
BUILDING INSPECTION DEPARTMENT— Dl 

PLAN RECORD 

H A C K g A P A R T . 17 N O . 6675 
Colonial Building S T O R . E S 6B 
Lowell S T R E E T Merrimack-Cen-
Stores^storage tralow pa3?-t 
J. L. dhalifoux J n ^ f " 
« n n t Brick M. P. Davis 

C E R T I F I C A T E A P P R O V A L — S P E C I F I C A T I O N R E Q U I R E M E N T S — R E F E R R E D 

°*TE July 12, 19CJp 
I N S P E C T O R Bardwell 

CASE A  

B"ILDIN<s 

C I T V OR TOWN 

T ° U 3 Q FOR 

OWNER 

ARCHITECT 

t i ­
l/95 

http://stor.es


I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
2 2 0 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 0 2 1 2 5 

T o w n Property Address 

Area(s) Form No. 

BUILDING INSPECTION D E P A R T M L I C E 

C A s r 

BUILDING 

9 P L A N R E C O R D 

H A C K ~ A P A t - NO. 14495 ^ 
Chalifoux JBept. St 01*6 STORIES 1 

CITY OR TOWN. uQWQii STREETC©ntra 1-Herr: 
TO BE USED FOR Depar tee nt St ore cLAssIndu. 
OWNER J, L. Chalifoux.Co, B r i c ] 

q c w T E C T F T cick F , "a lay 
CERTIFICATE APPROVAL— ^S«FW*T<^.I«QWft«>^«?«^-.*E«SIBeO 

DATE Jan, 24, 1918 
TOR McDonald 1NSP 

1/95 


